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the Courts of Europe and not merely against the obstacles
of the Court of St. James's? Fox certainly thought this
would be the result, and the language of his public speeches
was not more emphatic than the language of his private
correspondence. "A greater evil," he wrote In June 1795,
" than the restoration of the Bourbons to the world in general,
and England in particular, can hardly happen/'1 At the
end of the Napoleonic war England behaved with great
magnanimity to France, but English diplomacy was at the
best a passive partner with Metternich in repressing internal
movements in the states of Europe. By that time the
reforms Introduced by Napoleon, under a system of conquests
that was shameless and indefensible, had been too firmly
established to be eradicated finally, but a general system of
combined repression in 1793 or *796 would have started
under more promising auspices. Interference with England
would have meant war, perhaps war with all Europe, but
the fact that English opinion would have resisted any foreign
pretensions, did not get rid of the obvious danger of
associating the government of a free country with the
tyrannical governments of the continent, In a struggle against
movements of Internal reform.
Fox had another end in view in his policy at this period.
He believed that in proscribing the French Government Pitt
had thrown away his power of making peace. In these
circumstances It was of the first importance to the country
that there should be a set of statesmen who had no part
In that proscription, otherwise the rancorous suspicions which
had grown up between the two Governments might be a
perpetual obstacle to peace. Fox probably exaggerated
Pitt's obstinacy, for the statesman who had retreated from
his public challenge to Russia over Oczakow was not likely
to make his personal pride an insuperable barrier to treating
with the French Government. As a matter of fact, Pitt
conquered the natural repugnance he must have felt to such
a course when he thought England too exhausted to con-
1 Correspondence, vol. iii, p. 116.